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Demographic Trends
• Components of growth
• Ageing of the population

Population growth – Gold Coast
• Recent population growth
• Projected population growth
• Population growth hot spots

Urban sprawl connecting urban centres
• Urban growth
• City functions



Australia’s Largest Growing State - Just
year to December

Source: ABS, Cat. No. 3101.0
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Net Interstate Migration: 21,228
Net Overseas Migration: 49,713
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Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics, Cat No.3101.0



Births, Queensland, 1901-2008
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Baby boom

Baby boom echo

Record no. of births
(63,131)

Source: ABS Cat no. 3105.0.65.001 Australian 
historical population statistics and ABS Cat no. 
3301.0 Births Australia, various editions

2008 was also a record year 
for births at the national level



Ageing of the population



1986 population pyramid for Gold Coast (C)
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1986 Total Population: 
104,900

Source: PIFU estimates
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Sources: PIFU estimates



2031 population pyramid for Gold Coast (C)
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Sources: PIFU estimates & Qld Government Population
Projections, 2008 edition



Population Growth – Gold Coast



Local Government Reform – 2007
Boundary change in 2008

Gold Coast City Local Government Area (LGA) was reduced.

Gold Coast lost approximately 42,000 people due to boundary 
changes.

Important to compare population on consistent boundaries.



Source: ABS Cat No 3218.0
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Recent population growth



Top 10 Largest population growth LGAs, Qld
Average annual growth, 2001-2006, 2006-2007 and 200 7-08p

Source: ABS Cat No 3218.0.  

2001-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008p

Rank LGA No. % No. % No. %

1 Brisbane (C) 18,922 2.0% 19,219 1.9% 17,368 1.7%

2 Gold Coast (C) 15,866 3.8% 18,205 3.8% 13,210 2.7%

3 Moreton Bay (R) 9,266 3.0% 12,016 3.5% 11,831 3.4%

4 Sunshine Coast (R) 9,583 3.6% 8,986 3.0% 8,734 2.9%

5 Ipswich (C) 3,405 2.6% 5,572 3.8% 6,104 4.1%

6 Cairns (R) 3,889 2.9% 5,130 3.4% 5,985 3.9%

7 Logan (C) 4,557 1.9% 4,740 1.8% 5,225 2.0%

8 Townsville (C) 4,098 2.7% 5,130 3.0% 5,134 3.0%

9 Fraser Coast (R) 3,009 3.8% 3,318 3.6% 3,124 3.4%

10 Redland (C) 2,792 2.3% 2,858 2.1% 2,876 2.1%



Source: Queensland Government LGA Projections, 2008 ed.
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Population Growth Hot Spots
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10 largest growth SLAs on the Gold Coast - RECENT YE ARS
Average annual growth, 2001-2006 and 07-08

Rank

2001-2006 2007r-2008p

SLA no. % no. %

1
Kingsholme-Upper 
Coomera 1,572 15.18% 2,818 15.46%

2 Ormeau-Yatala 942 11.26% 1,335 10.40%

3 Pimpama-Coomera 443 10.07% 1,055 15.70%

4 Pacific Pines-Gaven 1,315 17.69% 850 6.59%

5 Hope Island 384 8.35% 777 11.56%

6 Varsity Lakes 1,106 12.20% 745 5.40%

7 Southport 574 2.37% 711 2.66%

8 Oxenford-Maudsland 729 7.37% 677 5.12%

9 Mudgeeraba-Reedy Creek 727 3.68% 662 2.86%

10 Helensvale 375 2.56% 572 3.55%



Dwelling approvals in Gold Coast City

Source: ABS Cat No 3301.0

-

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

Sep
t q

tr 
20

03

M
ar

 q
tr 
20

04

Sep
t q

tr 
20

04

M
ar

 q
tr 
20

05

Sep
t q

tr 
20

05

M
ar

 q
tr 
20

06

Sep
t q

tr 
20

06

M
ar

 q
tr 
20

07

Sep
t q

tr 
20

07

M
ar

 q
tr 
20

08

Sep
t q

tr 
20

08

M
ar

 q
tr 
20

09

D
w

e
lli

n
g
s 

  .

Separate houses Townhouses Low-rise High-rise



10 largest projected growth SLAs on the Gold Coast
Average annual growth, 2006-2016 and 2016-2026

Rank

2006-2016 2016-2026

SLA no. % no. %

1 Pimpama-Coomera 4,028 23.0% 1,520 2.9%

2
Kingsholme-Upper 
Coomera 1,530 7.1% 204 0.6%

3 Varsity Lakes 1,196 6.9% 571 2.1%

4 Ormeau-Yatala 785 5.4% 198 1.0%

5 Surfers Paradise 702 3.0% 705 2.3%

6 Southport 553 2.0% 1,343 3.6%

7
Broadbeach-Mermaid 
Beach 547 4.3% 489 2.7%

8 Hope Island 497 6.4% 384 3.1%

9 Nerang 494 1.8% 675 2.0%

10 Oxenford-Maudsland 479 3.4% 209 1.2%



Urban sprawl connecting urban centres



Urban Area

Urban Centres and Rural Localities (UCLs) used to define urban areas.

Population density of at least 200 persons per square kilometre.
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Gold Coast’s role in South East Queensland



SEQ becoming a true world city region

Many high level functions should be found in this city region with 
between 2 and 3 Million people.

What is Gold Coast’s role in SEQ?



Functional separation in SEQ Local Areas

Leaders in different city functions
Manufacturing – Brisbane and Logan

Company head offices – Brisbane

Specialist hospitals – Brisbane

Largest Airport – Brisbane

Higher Education – Brisbane and Gold Coast

Sport venues and classic performance arts - Brisbane

Tourism and entertainment – Gold Coast

Nature and recreation – Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast



Employment by industry, 2006, Gold Coast and Queens land

Source: Queensland Government LGA Projections, 2008 ed.

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

18%

20%

Construction Manufacturing Retail trade Accommodation
& food services

Transport,
postal &

warehousing

Professional,
scientific &
technical
services

Wholesale trade Public
administration &

safety

Gold Coast Queensland
Other industries – Gold Coast 29.2%, Queensland 32.8%

Residential development

Tourism



Conclusion
Demographic Trends

• Population growth is strong and fuelled by record births and overseas 
migration

• Gold Coast population growth comes mostly from migration

Population growth – Gold Coast
• Greater Coomera is a current and future growth area
• Recent down-turn in dwelling approvals no reason to doubt future strong 

population growth

Urban sprawl connecting urban centres
• Population growth has been along major transportation links connecting 

urban centres
• Natural and agricultural areas are becoming more scarce
• Higher level city functions are needed in Gold Coast to support 

employment and further population growth 




