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GOLD Coast businesses will find it difficult to adapt to climate change policies, according to 
a leading environmental expert. 
 
As climate change becomes a major factor in profitability, Gold Coast companies will need to 
change their financial planning and business strategies, says Professor Bob Miles, a delegate 
to the UN Climate Change panel. 

“Climate change is not just about a carbon tax and new regulations, it is a new way of doing 
business that presents new challenges and opportunities,” says Miles. 

“Unless the Gold Coast connects to these new global drivers then regional business will 
suffer and struggle to respond to the changing demands of consumers.” 

Miles, also executive director of Central Queensland University’s Institute for Sustainable 
Regional Development, argues that environmental issues have become a fundamental part of 
business and are no longer just concerns for ‘greenies’. 

“Unless all sectors start to take these environmental drivers seriously and change the way we 
do business and undertake economic development, there will real impact on the region’s 
economy, let alone a sustainable environment on the Gold Coast,” he says. 
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City charts future  

 
THE Gold Coast's growing pains go under the microscope tomorrow at major summit between 
business, government and community groups. 
The one‐day summit, an initiative of the city council and Griffith University, will hear the latest 
demographic, economic and environmental trends for the tourism strip. 
``This is the first of an annual update of how this region is travelling economically, environmentally 
and as a community,'' said summit convenor Professor Scott Prasser. 
Among the speakers a the event, to be held in Surfers Paradise, will be Emeritus Professor Bob 
Miles, who will speak on sustainable tourism. 
There also will be a public transport update and debate from Anna Carroll of GC Rapid Transit and a 
presentation from Gold Coast 
Property Council chairman, and light rail proponent Peter Trathen. 
Mr Trathen will focus on the critical issues to deliver a `credible' public transport solution for the 
city. 
``There are myriad converging interests with regard to public transport,'' said Mr Trathen. ``The 
future for the Gold Coast, without 
an efficient public transport system underpinning the growth is bleak.'' 
Prof Prasser said the state of the region summit, which is being backed by St George Bank, was 
aimed at key regional decision makers. 
``(These events) have been very successful in other regions, not just in highlighting key issues, but 
seeking to develop solutions, and new ideas for the future,'' he said.  
Caption:  Light rail supporter Peter Trathen 
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